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After the English Council met on the 14th and ISth July, many new initiatives have 
been implemented. One of these initiatives is the increased awareness of The Vine as a 
tool of transmitting information from the leaders of the church to the members. With 
this increase importance and responsibility of The Vine, two new members have joined 
the team. They are none other than our pastors, Martin and Michael. 

The first meeting of the new committee was held Oli the 19th July a.,d some issues were 
discussed. In the futu..~ issues of The Vine, the council will disseminate some of the 
important decisions that have been discussed in the 
council meetings. Photos will be used sparingly due to 
the poor quality of the photocopy. The new committee 
has proposed that the church purchase a laser printer to 
print those pages with photos. Some other issues like 
ensuring the doctrinal accuracy of the articles and the 
responsibility of the pastors were discussed. Also, key 
members of the various ministries will be approached to 
provide articles, news and feedback for publication for the 
rest to be kept abreast of all the issues facing the church. 

The Vine will be the only newsletter of JCe and all its 
other offshoots will now be incorporated into it. 
Therefore the Missions LINKs newsletter will cease to 
exist. The Worship Vine will also be absorbed into The 
Vine. 

Already in this month's newsletter, we have people who 
have never submitted an article before and that is a good 
start. I am sure you will enjoy and be uplifted by their 
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efforts. Please keep us in your prayers as we strive to forge a link or network between 
the leaders and you - the readers of The Vine. 
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DlDllCAl FOVNDATION FOR MVS1C IN 

THE CHR1S11AN WORSHll' OF TOOAV 


Music has a powerful effect on human 
experience. Students of religious phenomena have long recognized that 
music transcends our understanding and appeals to our intuitive nature_ 
In Singapore Bible College we have to spend a few semesters studying 
church music and have to sing in the choir every Thursday aftemoon. At 
first we wonder why we need to do that but later realize its importance in 
worship. We should thank God for the many brothers and sisters who 
sacrifice their time and effort to practise in the evenings and after service 
for this ministry. The worship music and choir ministry in JCC plays a 
very important role in worship_ It is not surprising, since music also played 
an important part in the worship of biblical communities, as a way of 
approaching the mystery of God and of expressing the joy of his 
presence. This article discusses the role of music in the worship of Israel 
and of the early church, by way of establishing a biblical foundation for 
music in the Christian worship of today. 



Music in Israelite Worship 

Some Israelite prophets were musicians. During the exodus Miriam the 
prophetess, taking her tambourine, led the women in song and dance, 
celebrating the Lord's triumph over the Egyptians (Exod. 15:20-21). Saul 
encountered a band of sanctuary prophets who prophesied accompanied by 
instruments (1 Sam. 10:5). Isaiah composed songs, including one celebrating the 
Lord's deliverance of those who trust in him (I sa. 26:1-6). The public regarded 
Ezekiel as "one who has a beautiful voice and plays well on an instrument" 
(33:32). 

David, a musician as well as a warrior, established the place of music in 
the worship of the Lord. Even before the sacrifices had been moved to 
Jerusalem, he instructed the Levitical musicians to celebrate the ark's journey to 
Zion (1 Chron. 15:16-24), and appointed Asaph as chief musician in charge of 
continual thanksgiving and praise (1 Chron. 16: 1-7). The description of this 
activity (1 Chron. 25:1-7) suggests that these musicians led in a spontaneous 
and overwhelming outpouring of worShip, especially at high moments like the 
dedication of Solomon's temple (2 Chron 5:11-14). This may be the "new song" 
to which the Psalms refer (33:3,40:3,96:1,144:9,149:1). Many Psalms perhaps 
Originated in this pre-temple Davidic worship centering around the Ark of the 
Covenant. 

In the temple, music functioned as a 
"sacrifice of praise," an offering of song to accompany 
the offering of sacrifice. Under the Judean rulers, the 
performance of music became regulated and 
standardized. The titles of 55 Psalms refer to the 
music director, with instructions for performance on 
various instruments or using certain tunes. This 
psalmody remained a feature of Israelite and Jewish 
worship. After the exile, Ezra recruited more than 200 
Levites for service in the sanctuary (Ezra 8: 18-20). 
First-century Jewish sources indicate that the choir of 
Herod's temple consisted of at least twelve adult male 
singers, with no upper limit. Singers served between 

the ages of thirty and fifty , after a five-year training period. The sources also 
describe the instruments in use at that time. 

After the Babylonian exile, most Jews lived in the Dispersion (areas 

July 2, 2000 - JCC celebrated its 
33rd anniversary with a combined 
service and a buffet lunch. The 
official count was about 355 
persons in the sanctuary alone. 
This figure excluded all the children 
and teachers of the Sunday 
School. 

The church had passed an 
envelope around the previous week 
for free-will contributions to help 
defray the cost of the lunch. I think 
some people got the wrong idea 
that if they did not contribute, they 
were not entitled to the lunch. On 
the other hand, some of those who 
had contributed might have been 

the perception that they are dismayed that 
they were left left out unfairly when there is 

a shortage of food. Although without food due 
to an obvious a generous contribution to 

defray the cost is anshortage. 
altruistic act, it is not a nice 

For years I have experience for anyone who 
makes such a contribution noticed that the 

church has been 
very judicious about not wasting 
food and has therefore always 
catered food based on a 
conservative estimate. (Previously, 
there had been occasions when 
food was catered in excess 
because the turnout was below 
expectation.) Probably, some 
thoughtful members who had 
contributed to the cost had also 
willingly skipped the lunch for the 
sake of visitors. 

It is not easy to balance good 
stewardship (ensuring no wastage) 
and good hospitality (ensuring 
enough for all to share) . One way is 
to issue coupons (paid for or free) 
to have a better gauge of the 
number of diners to be expected 
and let those without coupons 
(unanticipated diners) queue up 
behind those with coupons. This 
would have its drawback. 

Alternatively, the church may just 
do away with a collection for the 
free-for-all lunch so that all are 
equally eligible to partake the meal 
without feeling unworthy or having 

with expectation of food to 
find out that there is nothing to eat. 

The challenge for the next 
celebration meal is how to make it 
a warm reception for one and all 
with sufficient food to go round but 
no wastage. If you have thoughts to 
share, you are welcome to share 
them. 
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to share Jesus with him. Later another dog came and did the same 
thing, and another man was converted. God works in wonderful ways beyond 
our imagination that even dogs can do his work. 

I The next day, we saw and heard testimonies that we only read about in the 
Bible. The first testimony was from a middle-aged woman who suffered a 
stroke and was bed-ridden for three years. Achan prayed for her healing and the 
same night, she felt the strength of God flowing through her body and she stood 
up and began to walk. We heard another woman who testified that God had 
indeed saved her daughter from near-death when her daughter was hit by a car. 

~ We fellowshipped with a blind man who was also a beggar and he was praising 
God. Before, he had sores all over his body and pus in his eyes. Now, his body 
is covered with beautiful skin and his eyes are dry by the grace of God. We 
were touched by such wonderful signs. 

Truly, we can say, as in Roman 3:22, "This righteousness from God comes 
. through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, for all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." 

And as Brother Ronnie read at a cell meeting, "It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God". 

Please pray with me for: 

a. 	 The Christian workers in Thailand 

The purchase of a piece of land by the preaching station at b. 
Udon Thani, to be used for a church building and as a Christian 
burial ground. 

c. 	 The building of a girls' hostel for children of villagers who live 
in remote villages, 'and for children of parents who have died of 
AIDS in Si Khiu. 

YDW"', Ktlta?, 

outside of Palestine) and could not participate in temple worship. Therefore the 
synagogue arose for prayer and the study of the Scriptures. (There is a Jewish 
synagogue right here at Waterloo Street in Singapore). The Psalms continued to 
be sung, and other portions of the SCriptures as well as prayers were chanted 
according to a developing system of "modes." Such Jewish music influenced the 
worship of the ear1y church. 

I 'Israelite worship music was both vocal and I . ! .A. \t ' ·t . ......... ~ . ...instrumental; the sanctuary orchestra contributed to the 
i.Y \ 4'Jcelebration of Israel's covenant with the Lord. Its 

instruments fall into the same general classes with 
which we are familiar~rcussion, winds (pipes) and 
strings. Horns, trumpets, cymbals, harps and lyres were 
used when the ark was brought to Mount Zion, and their 
continued use is reflected in their mention in the Psalms. 
Some of these musical instruments were displayed at 
the Singapore Philatelic Museum last year when there 
was also an exhibition of Israeli stamps. The sanctuary 
instruments were not solo instruments, but sounded 
simultaneously to call the assembly to worship (Ps 98:6). Strings and pipes, if 
used, probably played the modalities (tune elements) in the psalm being sung, 
with perhaps distinctive patterns of ornamentation. Horns, trumpets and cymbals 
added to the festive joy by creating a larger sound. The selah of the Psalms may 
have been an instrumental inter1ude, or a "lifting up" of sound by both singers 
and instrumentalists. Tambourines, usually played by women, are mentioned in 
connection with dancing at Israelite festivals (Psa. 68:25), but were not used in 
the sanctuary where only men served as priests and musicians. 

What did the music of Israel's worship sound like? While we cannot know 
today exactly how it sounded, recent research has confirmed the similarity 
between Hebraic music and ancient forms of Christian chant. Biblical music 
incorporated several characteristic features: 

o 	 Monophony, the use of an unharmonized melodic line-although 
ornamentation and instrumental accompaniment could create a primitive 
form of harmony. 

o 	 Modality refers to the use of various musical motifs within a certain scale, 
each with its own function. 



o Ornamentation, the use of enhancements 
suited to the skill of the performer. 

o Rhythm--Semitic music does not use the 
regular beat of modern Western music but has 
a more complex pattern of time structuring. 

o Sca/e-Semitic music follows a generally 
diatonic melody, but with some use of 
quartertone intervals as well as whole or half 
tones. 

o Improvisation, the practice of composing the 
music in the process of performing it using skills acquired through a long 
period of training. 

o 	 Antiphony-In antiphonal music, groups of performers answer one 
another in statement and response. Examples in biblical worship may be 
found in the Psalms (Psa., 24, 118) and the "Holy, holy, holy" of Isaiah's 
seraphim (Isa. 6:3), in a vision no doubt influenced in its expression by 
the chanting of priestly choirs. This last feature suggests that the 
congregation, as well as trained musicians, may have been involved in 
the musical responses of the service. 

Worship Music in the New Testament 

The worship of the emerging Christian movement did not produce new 
forms of music, but shared the characteristics described above, many of which 
are still found in the music of historic liturgies. Clearly, the worship life of the early 
church included psalms and other forms of scing. 

The New Testament mentions worship music in several places. The 
gospel story begins with a hymn of praise on the lips of the heavenly host, "Glory 
to God in the highest" (Luke 2:14). Reading the lesson from Isaiah in the 
synagogue of Nazareth (Luke 4:16-20), Jesus probably intoned it according to 
the custom of the time. The Gospels record that Jesus and his disciples sang a 
hymn after the Last Supper (Matt. 26:30; Mark 14:26), probably the "Great HaileI" 
(Psalms 113-118) of the Passover tradition. Luke records that Paul and Silas 
were singing hymns in prison at Philippi when an earthquake occurred (Acts 
16:25). Paul urges the Christians of Ephesus and Colossae to give thanks to 

MISSION TRIPTO N.E. THA.I.LAND 

There are many more of such extraordinary stories. God seems to have chosen to 
demonstrate His power through Achan Bhuma. In the words of Achan Bhuma, all glory 
belongs to God; he is nothing more than a poor farmer so that he can only boast in the 
Lord. All glory be to you Lord Jesus! 

Se 1'h15 

A BLESSED MISSION TRIP TO NORTHEAST 

THAILAND 


Seven of us including Pastor Michael and our Church's Council Chairman, Bro. 
Ronnie, departed Singapore on the night of 5th July for a four-day mission trip 
to Northeast Thailand. Having been commissioned before the congregation on 
the Sunday before, we were all 'spiritually-high'. We feIt like Hudson Taylor 
who ventured into the unsaved world of China, to spread the Good News of 
Jesus to unknown people. As a novice in mission trip, it was with a sense of 
adventure as we travelled up to Udon Thani, which is more than 500 km 
northeast of Bangkok and about 90 km from the Laos' border. Especially so 
when our very own missionary, Rev Kee, told us that clean water could be a 
problem. (En route there, you should see the amount of bottled water that Bro. 
Ronnie carted from the petrol station.) 

After a whole day of travelling in a mini-bus, it was rather tiring especially for 
the last few kilometres which was very bumpy. It was very dark when we 
reached the preaching station, which is about 50 km from the main town of 
Udon Thani. There, waiting for us were the evangelist, Achan Bhuma and his 
assistant Sompong. Immediately, the bond of Christianity drew us together and 
we were sharing and praising God. Once our arrival was known, the 
surrounding villagers joined us and through Rev Terry, we had a wonderful 
time of fellowship. The testimony of Achan was really Faith-in-Action. Achan 
was a foreign worker in Singapore when he accepted Christ, right here at the 
Singapore's Thai Good News Centre. Upon his return, he began to share the 
Good News in his village and beyond. Soon he had to moved closer to town in 
order to reach out to more people. He moved out of his village and rented a 
small house. For weeks, he was walking up and down the streets preaching the 
good news. However, none was converted and people were running away from 
him when he approached them. But God is great. The first covert at the 
preaching station was the owner of a dog which came to the station and refused 
to move away. Even the owner could not move the dog, and Achan seized the 













tendency to become complacent as we are 
not in need; we are comfortable. There is a 
trend towards asking God for help with 
our own needs. 

How does the father answer the older son? 
He says, " you are always with me, and 
everything I have is yours." Yes, we need 
a strong reminder that WE ARE SAVED! 
We are already pari: of His heavenly 
family. This is reason enough for rejoice. 
But the father is in a jubilant mood 
because of the younger son's 
homecoming. So it is with our Father in 
Heaven. Heaven is a wonderful place as it 
is. But when a lost soul is found, there is 
great rejoicing! This is what really pleases 
our Father in Heaven. 

Yes, we need fellowship; we need to 
praise God. However Reverend Jossy 
stated plainly that all these take second 
place to our duty to reap the harvest for 
the glory of His Kingdom. We have all of 
eternity to sing praises and fellowship 
when we meet in Heaven. The time and 
effort spent NOW on earth can make an 
eternal difference to someone whom we 
reach out to. 

God has placed us exactly where He wants 
us to be. We must take on the role as 
labourers to reap the plentiful harvest right 
in front of us at our home, school, place of 
work, wherever .... 

I reexamined my usual excuses for not 
sharing the gospel: For example, not 
knowing what to say, not knowing the 
Bible well enough, not having the time, 
not knowing how the other person will 

feel, etc. Suddenly, these sounded 
shamefully hollow, especially when 
Reverend Jossy related the true story 
about a Chinese Singaporean woman he 
had just brought to accept Christ. The 
woman said to a Christian friend after 
accepting Jesus Christ, "I've known you 
for 20 years; how come you never told me 
about Jesus?" Can you hear those words 
being flung at you also? Maybe by a close 
colleague or sibling on Judgement Day? 

lossy was born in the state of Kerala, South India. 
He migrated to Western Australia in 1988 with only 
his Bible and twenty dollars. However, God blessed 
him and he was able to retire at a young age of 30 to 
dedicate his life to spreading the Good News. 

He told about his first experience in sharing the 
Gospel in Northern India. He spoke to a young man 
and shared about Christ. The people there bad never 
heard of Christ before. The young man became 
angry and lossy was taken aback. He asked why the 
young man was so angry to hear the good news? The 
young man replied that if lossy believed that lesus 
was the only way, then he was 3 months late in 
bringing this message because the young man's father 
passed away 3 
months ago. This 
incident was the 
driving force for 
lossy to bring the 
good news to India. 

When lossy gave the 
invitation to commit 
ourselves to the work 
of missions, 80% of 
those who attended 
stood up. lossy and his wife lenni have established 
an organisation called Compassion For India Inc. 
You can reach them at e-mail: 
compassiooforiodia@imb_net 
or you can surf their site: 
www.compassiooforindia.org 

Dear brothers and sisters 
in Christ, 

Greetings in the precious 
name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

While preparing for the 
recent trip to Indonesia, 

many of you came to me and expressed your concern for my safety. The country's 
racial and religious problems had been unpredictable. However, my main concern was 
the long and tedious journey to the destination - by air, land and sea. 

Throughout the team's journey, 1 prayed and prayed to our Lord. My continuous prayer 
was a sign of my helplessness and need for His mercy. On our return trip, sailing in a 
wooden vessel with about 100 people on board, we ran into a thunderstonn somewhere 
in the Indian Ocean. At about midnight one of my team members woke me up because 
of seasickness and fear. A few minutes later I heard a loud crashing sound. I 
immediately poked my head out of the pothole (window), only to witness our wooden 
vessel splitting a fishing vessel into two pieces. As the front portion of the fishing 
vessel drifted by my very eyes, 1 heard continuous cries of "Tolong, tolong ... saya 
tidak mahu mati" ("Help, help ... 1 do not want to die.") fading into the wet, cold and 
dark night. 

The impact caused a temporary power failure on board our vessel. Some passengers 
were crying and there was confusion. A creepy thought made me feel even colder. Did 
the collision cause any damage to the boat? I went to the Lord in prayer. Then I felt that 
the ship was listing. Again, I went to the Lord in prayer. 

Later, electrical power was restored. For one hour we combed a wide area in the open 
sea and eventually rescued all the four fish ennen, the youngest being only seventeen 
years old. Equipped with our first aid kit, the mission team dressed the wounds of a 
survivor and gave all the four fishermen dry clothes. I thanked the Lord. 

Just like many wouJd do, I asked silently why the incident had to happen. 

For the rest of the journey, the survivors and some other passengers gathered outside 
my cabin and the whole incident was being repeated for hours with a mixture of 
laughter, tears and anger. Since I had no opportunity to rest my tired eyes, I listened to 
their conversations. 

www.compassiooforindia.org
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o Ornamentation, the use of enhancements 
suited to the skill of the performer. 

o Rhythm--Semitic music does not use the 
regular beat of modern Western music but has 
a more complex pattern of time structuring. 

o Sca/e-Semitic music follows a generally 
diatonic melody, but with some use of 
quartertone intervals as well as whole or half 
tones. 

o Improvisation, the practice of composing the 
music in the process of performing it using skills acquired through a long 
period of training. 

o 	 Antiphony-In antiphonal music, groups of performers answer one 
another in statement and response. Examples in biblical worship may be 
found in the Psalms (Psa., 24, 118) and the "Holy, holy, holy" of Isaiah's 
seraphim (Isa. 6:3), in a vision no doubt influenced in its expression by 
the chanting of priestly choirs. This last feature suggests that the 
congregation, as well as trained musicians, may have been involved in 
the musical responses of the service. 

Worship Music in the New Testament 

The worship of the emerging Christian movement did not produce new 
forms of music, but shared the characteristics described above, many of which 
are still found in the music of historic liturgies. Clearly, the worship life of the early 
church included psalms and other forms of scing. 

The New Testament mentions worship music in several places. The 
gospel story begins with a hymn of praise on the lips of the heavenly host, "Glory 
to God in the highest" (Luke 2:14). Reading the lesson from Isaiah in the 
synagogue of Nazareth (Luke 4:16-20), Jesus probably intoned it according to 
the custom of the time. The Gospels record that Jesus and his disciples sang a 
hymn after the Last Supper (Matt. 26:30; Mark 14:26), probably the "Great HaileI" 
(Psalms 113-118) of the Passover tradition. Luke records that Paul and Silas 
were singing hymns in prison at Philippi when an earthquake occurred (Acts 
16:25). Paul urges the Christians of Ephesus and Colossae to give thanks to 
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There are many more of such extraordinary stories. God seems to have chosen to 
demonstrate His power through Achan Bhuma. In the words of Achan Bhuma, all glory 
belongs to God; he is nothing more than a poor farmer so that he can only boast in the 
Lord. All glory be to you Lord Jesus! 
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to share Jesus with him. Later another dog came and did the same 
thing, and another man was converted. God works in wonderful ways beyond 
our imagination that even dogs can do his work. 

I The next day, we saw and heard testimonies that we only read about in the 
Bible. The first testimony was from a middle-aged woman who suffered a 
stroke and was bed-ridden for three years. Achan prayed for her healing and the 
same night, she felt the strength of God flowing through her body and she stood 
up and began to walk. We heard another woman who testified that God had 
indeed saved her daughter from near-death when her daughter was hit by a car. 

~ We fellowshipped with a blind man who was also a beggar and he was praising 
God. Before, he had sores all over his body and pus in his eyes. Now, his body 
is covered with beautiful skin and his eyes are dry by the grace of God. We 
were touched by such wonderful signs. 

Truly, we can say, as in Roman 3:22, "This righteousness from God comes 
. through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, for all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." 

And as Brother Ronnie read at a cell meeting, "It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God". 

Please pray with me for: 

a. 	 The Christian workers in Thailand 

The purchase of a piece of land by the preaching station at b. 
Udon Thani, to be used for a church building and as a Christian 
burial ground. 

c. 	 The building of a girls' hostel for children of villagers who live 
in remote villages, 'and for children of parents who have died of 
AIDS in Si Khiu. 

YDW"', Ktlta?, 

outside of Palestine) and could not participate in temple worship. Therefore the 
synagogue arose for prayer and the study of the Scriptures. (There is a Jewish 
synagogue right here at Waterloo Street in Singapore). The Psalms continued to 
be sung, and other portions of the SCriptures as well as prayers were chanted 
according to a developing system of "modes." Such Jewish music influenced the 
worship of the ear1y church. 

I 'Israelite worship music was both vocal and I . ! .A. \t ' ·t . ......... ~ . ...instrumental; the sanctuary orchestra contributed to the 
i.Y \ 4'Jcelebration of Israel's covenant with the Lord. Its 

instruments fall into the same general classes with 
which we are familiar~rcussion, winds (pipes) and 
strings. Horns, trumpets, cymbals, harps and lyres were 
used when the ark was brought to Mount Zion, and their 
continued use is reflected in their mention in the Psalms. 
Some of these musical instruments were displayed at 
the Singapore Philatelic Museum last year when there 
was also an exhibition of Israeli stamps. The sanctuary 
instruments were not solo instruments, but sounded 
simultaneously to call the assembly to worship (Ps 98:6). Strings and pipes, if 
used, probably played the modalities (tune elements) in the psalm being sung, 
with perhaps distinctive patterns of ornamentation. Horns, trumpets and cymbals 
added to the festive joy by creating a larger sound. The selah of the Psalms may 
have been an instrumental inter1ude, or a "lifting up" of sound by both singers 
and instrumentalists. Tambourines, usually played by women, are mentioned in 
connection with dancing at Israelite festivals (Psa. 68:25), but were not used in 
the sanctuary where only men served as priests and musicians. 

What did the music of Israel's worship sound like? While we cannot know 
today exactly how it sounded, recent research has confirmed the similarity 
between Hebraic music and ancient forms of Christian chant. Biblical music 
incorporated several characteristic features: 

o 	 Monophony, the use of an unharmonized melodic line-although 
ornamentation and instrumental accompaniment could create a primitive 
form of harmony. 

o 	 Modality refers to the use of various musical motifs within a certain scale, 
each with its own function. 



Music in Israelite Worship 

Some Israelite prophets were musicians. During the exodus Miriam the 
prophetess, taking her tambourine, led the women in song and dance, 
celebrating the Lord's triumph over the Egyptians (Exod. 15:20-21). Saul 
encountered a band of sanctuary prophets who prophesied accompanied by 
instruments (1 Sam. 10:5). Isaiah composed songs, including one celebrating the 
Lord's deliverance of those who trust in him (I sa. 26:1-6). The public regarded 
Ezekiel as "one who has a beautiful voice and plays well on an instrument" 
(33:32). 

David, a musician as well as a warrior, established the place of music in 
the worship of the Lord. Even before the sacrifices had been moved to 
Jerusalem, he instructed the Levitical musicians to celebrate the ark's journey to 
Zion (1 Chron. 15:16-24), and appointed Asaph as chief musician in charge of 
continual thanksgiving and praise (1 Chron. 16: 1-7). The description of this 
activity (1 Chron. 25:1-7) suggests that these musicians led in a spontaneous 
and overwhelming outpouring of worShip, especially at high moments like the 
dedication of Solomon's temple (2 Chron 5:11-14). This may be the "new song" 
to which the Psalms refer (33:3,40:3,96:1,144:9,149:1). Many Psalms perhaps 
Originated in this pre-temple Davidic worship centering around the Ark of the 
Covenant. 

In the temple, music functioned as a 
"sacrifice of praise," an offering of song to accompany 
the offering of sacrifice. Under the Judean rulers, the 
performance of music became regulated and 
standardized. The titles of 55 Psalms refer to the 
music director, with instructions for performance on 
various instruments or using certain tunes. This 
psalmody remained a feature of Israelite and Jewish 
worship. After the exile, Ezra recruited more than 200 
Levites for service in the sanctuary (Ezra 8: 18-20). 
First-century Jewish sources indicate that the choir of 
Herod's temple consisted of at least twelve adult male 
singers, with no upper limit. Singers served between 

the ages of thirty and fifty , after a five-year training period. The sources also 
describe the instruments in use at that time. 

After the Babylonian exile, most Jews lived in the Dispersion (areas 

July 2, 2000 - JCC celebrated its 
33rd anniversary with a combined 
service and a buffet lunch. The 
official count was about 355 
persons in the sanctuary alone. 
This figure excluded all the children 
and teachers of the Sunday 
School. 

The church had passed an 
envelope around the previous week 
for free-will contributions to help 
defray the cost of the lunch. I think 
some people got the wrong idea 
that if they did not contribute, they 
were not entitled to the lunch. On 
the other hand, some of those who 
had contributed might have been 

the perception that they are dismayed that 
they were left left out unfairly when there is 

a shortage of food. Although without food due 
to an obvious a generous contribution to 

defray the cost is anshortage. 
altruistic act, it is not a nice 

For years I have experience for anyone who 
makes such a contribution noticed that the 

church has been 
very judicious about not wasting 
food and has therefore always 
catered food based on a 
conservative estimate. (Previously, 
there had been occasions when 
food was catered in excess 
because the turnout was below 
expectation.) Probably, some 
thoughtful members who had 
contributed to the cost had also 
willingly skipped the lunch for the 
sake of visitors. 

It is not easy to balance good 
stewardship (ensuring no wastage) 
and good hospitality (ensuring 
enough for all to share) . One way is 
to issue coupons (paid for or free) 
to have a better gauge of the 
number of diners to be expected 
and let those without coupons 
(unanticipated diners) queue up 
behind those with coupons. This 
would have its drawback. 

Alternatively, the church may just 
do away with a collection for the 
free-for-all lunch so that all are 
equally eligible to partake the meal 
without feeling unworthy or having 

with expectation of food to 
find out that there is nothing to eat. 

The challenge for the next 
celebration meal is how to make it 
a warm reception for one and all 
with sufficient food to go round but 
no wastage. If you have thoughts to 
share, you are welcome to share 
them. 

Jlladilt @J'R.ait. 
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After the English Council met on the 14th and ISth July, many new initiatives have 
been implemented. One of these initiatives is the increased awareness of The Vine as a 
tool of transmitting information from the leaders of the church to the members. With 
this increase importance and responsibility of The Vine, two new members have joined 
the team. They are none other than our pastors, Martin and Michael. 

The first meeting of the new committee was held Oli the 19th July a.,d some issues were 
discussed. In the futu..~ issues of The Vine, the council will disseminate some of the 
important decisions that have been discussed in the 
council meetings. Photos will be used sparingly due to 
the poor quality of the photocopy. The new committee 
has proposed that the church purchase a laser printer to 
print those pages with photos. Some other issues like 
ensuring the doctrinal accuracy of the articles and the 
responsibility of the pastors were discussed. Also, key 
members of the various ministries will be approached to 
provide articles, news and feedback for publication for the 
rest to be kept abreast of all the issues facing the church. 

The Vine will be the only newsletter of JCe and all its 
other offshoots will now be incorporated into it. 
Therefore the Missions LINKs newsletter will cease to 
exist. The Worship Vine will also be absorbed into The 
Vine. 

Already in this month's newsletter, we have people who 
have never submitted an article before and that is a good 
start. I am sure you will enjoy and be uplifted by their 

NEW EDITORS 

..\ 

Pastor Martin Yee 

, 

Pastor 
Michael Christian 

efforts. Please keep us in your prayers as we strive to forge a link or network between 
the leaders and you - the readers of The Vine. 
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DlDllCAl FOVNDATION FOR MVS1C IN 

THE CHR1S11AN WORSHll' OF TOOAV 


Music has a powerful effect on human 
experience. Students of religious phenomena have long recognized that 
music transcends our understanding and appeals to our intuitive nature_ 
In Singapore Bible College we have to spend a few semesters studying 
church music and have to sing in the choir every Thursday aftemoon. At 
first we wonder why we need to do that but later realize its importance in 
worship. We should thank God for the many brothers and sisters who 
sacrifice their time and effort to practise in the evenings and after service 
for this ministry. The worship music and choir ministry in JCC plays a 
very important role in worship_ It is not surprising, since music also played 
an important part in the worship of biblical communities, as a way of 
approaching the mystery of God and of expressing the joy of his 
presence. This article discusses the role of music in the worship of Israel 
and of the early church, by way of establishing a biblical foundation for 
music in the Christian worship of today. 


